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Advisory Board
The Creative Footprint idea will be executed 
by a professional and experienced team. By 
providing unique expertise and a helpful con-
textual insights, our Board of Advisors guides 
the Creative Footprint project in technical 
implementation, researching and consulting 
city officials about creative spaces.

Prof. Charles Landry

Charles is best known for having written the 
book The Creative City: A Toolkit for Urban 
Innovators. The creative city has now become 
a global movement to rethink the planning, 
development and management of cities. 
Previously he founded the think tank Come-
dia in 1978, which pioneered the connection 
between culture, creativity and city transfor-
mation. 

Dr. phil. Bastian Lange

Bastian is an urban and economic geographer 
and specialised within the creative indus-
tries, questions of governance and regional 
development. He spearheads the research 
and strategic consultancy office Multiplici-
ties-Berlin. He is particularly interested in so-
cioeconomic transformation processes within 
the creative knowledge age, refining them into 
a useable form for the fields of politics, busi-
ness and creative scenes.

Mirik Milan 

Mirik is elected as the current Night Mayor of 
Amsterdam. The Night Mayor of Amsterdam 
is an active partner for all participants in the 
night: users, influencers of the night, the cre-
ative industrie, the mayor, the city council and 
other stakeholders including clubs. The night 
mayor is a rebel in a suit who asked and gives 
unsolicited advice to the mayor, city officials 
and the nightly creative sector.

Prof. Daniel Polley

Daniel is a neuroscientist at Harvard Medical 
School in Boston. His laboratory studies the 
mechanisms of brain plasticity, with a par-
ticularly interest in how the brain processes 
sound to create our sense of hearing. Daniel 
and his students provide technical resources 
for data analysis. 

Dr. Shain Shapiro

Shain is the Founder and CEO of Sound Diplo-
macy. Sound Diplomacy is the leading global 
advisor on growing music and night time 
economies in cities and places. He is also the 
co-founder of Music Cities Convention, the 
world’s largest event bringing together the 
music industry with city planners, developers, 
policy makers and executives. 

How can the Creative Footprint  
be useful for cities?

– Create global context
–  Establish best-practice
– Spark discourse
– Inform and influence policy
– Prevent adverse development

The Creative Footprint is a non-prof-
it initiative that protects, advocates 
for, and raises awareness about the 
essential civic and social value of cre-
ative spaces around the world.

The first edition focuses on the mu-
sic ecosystem of Berlin, Germany. We 
have been working with local night-
life experts and data researchers for 
many months to build an exhaustive 
index of the 500 music spaces in the 
city. This data was then analyzed on a 
set of 15 criteria, with a focus on the 
space, their content, and their frame-
work conditions. This information 
was then paired with extensive qual-
itative study in the form of investiga-
tive interviews before being refined 
down to a single number, a score out 
of 10, the city’s Creative Footprint. 

Berlin earns a Creative Footprint 
Score in music of 8.02. The German 
capital’s scene is undoubtedly among 
the healthiest in the world, but there 
are still areas in which the city’s cre-
ative infrastructure can improve. 

The superlative value of The Creative 
Footprint will emerge when the proj-
ect expands to create a global index 
of creative space and relative public 
policy. We intend to bring the project 

to 10 major world cities initially, in turn 
build a rich and diverse resource of in-
formation, methodology, and practic-
es that will empower artists, citizens, 
activists, and politicians to engage in 
true and substantive civic representa-
tion for grassroots creative culture in 
their home city. 

We believe that a thriving arts scene 
is crucial to a community, city, and 
culture alike. The Creative Footprint 
will hold up a mirror to the world’s 
creative communities, while provid-
ing resources, insight, and guidance 
that, when enacted in accord, have 
the potential to change the world, one 
city at a time. 

Lutz Leichsenring
Initiator
The Creative Footprint
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